
 

 

THE LITTLE FAMILY, Newsletter 3 

Then and Now 

A while ago we invited members of Transfiguration’s “Little Family” (i.e., all the couples who were married 

here) to share some of their life experiences with us.  We were thrilled to receive so many responses, especially 

from couples married here in the 1940s and 1950s, but also from other decades, even the new century.   We 

quickly realized that we would have to devote more than one newsletter to our “alumni.”  We hope you enjoy 

this latest installment! 

April 24, 1948  Evelyn and Lloyd Prescott 

It was 1946.  Evelyn was a lively co-ed at New 

York’s Hunter College (for women only at that time) 

and Lloyd was a handsome cadet at the Merchant 

Marine Academy on Kings Point, Long Island. They 

met at a lawn party given by a friend of Evelyn’s.   

Lloyd had joined the Merchant Marines as a 

17-year-old farm boy from Michigan, when all of his 

classmates joined the military.  He took his first train 

ride from Grand Rapids, Michigan, to San Mateo, 

California, for basic training, and joined the SS 

Matsonia, a passenger ship converted to a troop and 

material carrier, for six months of duty as a deck 

officer.  From 1944 to 1946 he was a member of the 

last class of the accelerated wartime course at the 

Merchant Marine Academy.  “So many ships and 

officers were lost during the war – perhaps 10% of the 

ships were able to get through,” he said. 

Evelyn and Lloyd became engaged in 1947, 

and chose to be married at Little Church because they 

had relatives and friends in the New York City/New 

Jersey area, and because Evelyn, who was shy, liked 

that the chapel had “the shortest aisle.”  A family 

member arranged for the reception to be held at an 

Italian-American restaurant on Staten Island, where 

they have fond memories of the wonderful dinner and 

of feeling “oh so happy!”  The wedding party and 

guests just “jumped on the ferry where the fare was 

5¢.” 

Lloyd remained in the Merchant Marines until 

1953, when he retired after missing the birth of his 

second daughter, Dana, because he was delivering oil 

equipment to Saudi Arabia.  The Prescotts lived in 

New York City, where Lloyd worked for a company 

that manufactured rope and Evelyn worked as a math 

tutor.  Eventually, Lloyd was transferred to New 

England, where they still reside.  The couple has three 

other daughters:  Lynne, Terry and Joan.  

Recently the couple visited Little Church with 

their extended family to view its many works of art and 

were treated to a special tour.  The have celebrated 63 

happy years of marriage and hope to return to Little 

Church to celebrate their 65th! 

January 15, 1949  Barbara and John Balch 

Barbara Ruth Hipple was only 15 when she 

received an invitation from her tennis instructor to 

complete a foursome one afternoon.  The other two 

players who requested the match included John Balch, 

home on military leave, and his brother-in-law, who 

lived in Tudor City (an apartment complex in the East 

40s, Manhattan), where Barbara also lived with her 

family.  “I was smitten,” she says.  “Our meeting was 

quite serendipitous.” 



 

When the war ended, John was in France.  He 

stayed in London for a year attending Cambridge 

University on the G.I. Bill.  While John was away, 

Barbara was introduced to his brother and sister-in-law 

through her acquaintance with John’s sister.  They 

shared a mutual love of sailing and she often joined 

them on their boat. 

Barbara and John had their first date when he 

returned from England: dinner and an introduction to 

bridge at his brother’s house.  She knew they were in 

love when, on a sailing date, the summer she turned 17, 

John, seven years her senior, came up behind her and 

kissed her on the top of her head.  He proposed on June 

20, 1948, her 18th birthday.  

“We were married during the ‘Blizzard of ‘49,’ 

but somehow all friends and family (from many areas – 

near and far) got to the ceremony at The Church of the 

Transfiguration and the Park Ave. restaurant for the 

reception,” Barbara recalls.  “Rev. Ray was just 

wonderful to us.”  

John began his career as a copywriter and rose 

to become Director of Public Relations at Heublein, 

Inc., a global manufacturer and marketer of wines and 

spirits.  Every year the couple traveled to Europe on 

business-related adventures.  They bought their first 

home on Old Stagecoach Road, in Redding, CT, after 

their children were born:  Barbara (“Stevie”) Steven 

Jennifer in 1950 and John (“Chris”) Christopher in 

1953.  They continued to play tennis together, utilizing 

the courts on the property of Barbara’s aunt and uncle.  

“We won all the titles [in the local area competitions], 

except for women’s singles – I don’t know what 

happened there,” Barbara remembers.  They moved to 

Andover, CT 1967, and in 1968 bought a ski house in 

Montpelier, Vermont.    

The couple celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary in 1999 at Little Church, where they have 

renewed their vows twice over the years.  In 2003, 

Barbara and John moved one last time to a 

condominium in Montpelier.  Their time together there 

was short-lived when John died suddenly on April 3, 

2004, after suffering a massive heart attack. 

Today, Barbara enjoys being the grandmother 

of five and the great-grandmother of six “very active 

and delightful children.”  Barbara also takes pleasure in 

working at the “Artisan’s Hand,” an arts and crafts 

gallery with 150 exhibitors in Montpelier, where she is 

“surrounded by beautiful things and lovelier people.” 

June 22, 1951  Bette and Carl Anderson  

Although Carl Anderson was late picking up 

Bette for their wedding on June 22, 1951, the rest of 

their lives together appear to taken place right on time! 

Carl and Bette grew up and fell in love in Phillipsburg, 

Pennsylvania, but chose to begin their lives together in 

New York City at the Little Church. 

Carl had first heard of the Little Church in the 

late 1930’s when he was only 13 years old. His 

grandmother read an article about the parish in the 

Ladies’ Home Journal, and remarked to young Carl 

how beautiful the church was and how nice it would be 

“if someone they knew were to get married there.”  

Never forgetting that conversation, many years later, 

Carl recounted the story to Bette, and both agreed that 

the Little Church would be an excellent place to begin 

their married life. So they drove from Pennsylvania to 

New York City for their special day.   

Their new life together was in Pennsylvania.  

Bette continued to work as a registered nurse, and Carl 

put his degree from Penn State in Animal Science to 

use, working all of his career in the agricultural 

industry, including 17 years as manager of a farm 

cooperative in Beaver, Pennsylvania.  Bette later chose 

to become a homemaker as their family grew to 

include five daughters. 

After retiring in 1982, they bought a pickup 

truck and a trailer, intending to head to California, but 

first traveling to Florida.  Not able to get tickets to a 

baseball game that was going to draw them next to 

New Orleans, they chose to “stay over” in Orlando. 

They just wanted to visit the then very new Epcot 

Center, but they have lived in Orlando ever since.  In 

fact, after attempting complete retirement for a few 

months, Carl ended up working for Walt Disney resorts 

for the next 24 years. 

Though they stay close to Orlando much of the 

time, they enjoy visits with their four grandsons in 

different states.  To date, they both remain in good 

health through daily exercise routines. Asked how to 

lead a happy married life, Carl says that 60 years 

together speaks for itself, but their best advice on 

creating a successful marriage is, “never argue at the 

same time.”

  


